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SUBJECT: PCI WILL HAVE PRESIDENCY OF CHAMBER OE DEPUTIES 

1. BY AGREEMENT REACHED EVENING JULY 3 AMONG PARTIES OF SO- 
CALLED "CONSTITUTIONAL ARC" (EXCLUDING ONLY EXTREME RIGHT AND 
LEET), ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PCI) WILL HAVE PRESIDENCY OF 
THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES AND THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS (DC) THAT 
OF THE SENATE. VICE PRESIDENTS WHO SUBSTITUTE IN THE ABSENCE 

OF THE PRESIDENTS OE BOTH CHAMBERS WILL BE SOCIALISTS (PSI). 

2. PARTIES NAMING THEIR CHOICES FOR THESE OFEICES MORNING 
JULY 5 AND FORMALITY OF ELECTION IN PARLIAMENT WILL TAKE PLACE 
LATER IN THE DAY. MOST OBSERVERS GIVE AS CERTAIN THAT FAN- 
FANI WILL BE THE DC CHOICE FOR PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE; COM- 
MUNISTS ARE EXPECTED TO CHOOSE FROM NILDE JOTTI, ALESSANDRO 
NATTA, GIAN CARLO PAJETTA, PETRO INGRAO OR GIORGIO AMENDOLA 
(LAST HAS REPORTEDLY REMOVED HIS NAME FROM CONTENTION). 

3. MEETING AT WHICH AGREEMENT REACHED WAS HELD AT DC INITIA- 
TIVE IN DC PARLIAMENTARY OFFICES. THIS IS EIRST TIME IN AL- 
MOST 30 YEARS THAT FORMAL CONSULTATIVE MEETING INCLUDING THE 
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TARY COMMITTEES WILL BE DIVIDED UP AMONG THE PARTIES THROUGH 
A SIMILAR PROCEDURE INVOLVING A MEETING OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
PARLIAMENTARY GROUPS OF THE INDIVIDUAL PARTIES. 

4. LEFT (PCI-PSI) EMPHASIZING "HISTORIC CHARACTER" OF THE 
AGREEMENT, READ IT AS ABANDONMENT OF A PRIORI PREJUDICES 
AGAINST COMMUNISTS, AND PROPOSE SAME PROCEDURE FOR FORMATION 
OF GOVERNMENT AND GOVERNMENT PROGRAM. SOCIALIST STANCE IS 
DEMANDING; PCI'S, AS USUAL, MORE PRUDENTLY AND FLEXIBLY 
STATED. DC ON THE OTHER HAND IS STRESSING THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN PARLIAMENTARY AND "POLITICAL" AREAS AND, NEED TO MAIN- 
TAIN DISTINCTION BETWEEN MAJORITY AND MINORITY. PARTIES EX- 
CLUDED FROM SO-CALLED "CONSTITUTIONAL ARC" COMMENT BITTERLY 
AND PROMISE COUNTER INITIATIVES. 

5. COMMENT: WITH ORGANIZATION OF SEVENTH PARLIAMENT, GOVERN- 
MENT CRISIS WILL OPEN OFFICIALLY AND PRESENT DC WITH THE MUCH 
MORE DIFFICULT TASK OF TRYING TO FORM A GOVERNMENT EXCLUDING 
THE PCI. PRESIDENT LEONE IS EXPECTED TO BEGIN HIS ROUND OF 
CONSULTATIONS WITH PARTY LEADERS DURING THE COURSE OF THE 
WEEK. AT THIS POINT THE ATTITUDE OF THE SOCIALISTS, WHO HAVE 
JUST ANNOUNCED POSTPONEMENT OF THEIR ALL IMPORTANT CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULED FOR LATER IN THE WEEK, PRECLUDES 
ANY EASY OR RAPID SOLUTION. VOLPE 
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